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had been aboard the plane when
il was in{ercepied.

The six-man Egyptian crew,
six  Egypuian sccurity officers
and five Egyptian diplomals
were transferred to the Egyplian
embassy in Rome. The iwo
falesiinian negotiatiors, named
ds  Maohanimed Abn Abhas,
head ol the Palestine Liberntion
Front and a member of the PLO
eaccuiive, and his aide Hani ol
Flassar,  were  tiken .  the
Cgypiian Academy of Fiin: Arts
in Ruoine, a building which is
nosl  covered Iy diplumatis
tmmuonity, Yesteeday, while the
fayptair Boeing  remained
grounded at Chmpino, lalian
potice surrgunded the Fgyvplian
aendemy.

The four hijuckers, who
tmmediately confessed 1w the
halian aothorities, were held on
Friday at a carabinient para-
military  police  barracks o
Sigonella.

The hijackers were formally
identificd  yesterday by 13
American passengers from the
Achille Laure, it preparation
tor the indiciment of e Tour
on charges of murder, kidnap-
ping and possession of arms ol
war, According W spokesman
fream the Americanr cmbissy i
Ruame, the passengers had been
Town o Sigonelfa on Pridas
might. Fhe wdennlication was
organised by Interpol.

Alter the identification. 1 nigs
Carlian Tachan magisirae ram

Gronoar, fwhere the Tugnchers
haarded 1he ship) urdered that

the four shouid be transierred 1o
a high-sccarity prison in Sicily,

Italian swiele radio reported
yvesterday that the four men. a
Palestinian, a Libyan, a Syrian
and a Jordanian, coafessed o
the hijack and said they were ail
members of the Front Line Fi
Ceroug an evirenis' fction that
his been ouitavwed by the Pi,
They were wlemified o finllan
Abdullah al-Hassan, 19; Rajed
Youscl AbMolky, 21 Abdel
AN tbrahion 200 and Hammid
Al Abcueilak, 29,

There is consideralde Ameri-
var pressure on the Paling
authorities (o extradite the rour
1y the Upited Suaes

Reagan’s revenge
page 17

Meanwhile six  British girls
who anteopted (o leave  the
Achille Laurg vesterday maom-
jng  were  (urped  back by
Egyplian security guards

The girls were named as
Lesley Brown, 20, {from Alder-
shot: Lowise Bare, 18, from
Leeds: Victoria Cooch, 24, from
Bentleet  in Essex: Carina
Tubby, 21, from Taverham near
Norwich: Francesca Mowilli, 22,
from Mountserrel,  Leicester-
shive Gl ganeersy, and Michelle
Crillen. 4. o beautcian o
Milton kesnes. Yesterday the
pirls were 1old by the Egsplian
atthorines that they were port
ol the crew amd that invesus
wthony were stll continuing,
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Hijack: Italypledged escape

FHT tour hijaskers of the erueise
ship whille Lauro wore prom-
wed safe camduet out al’ Lgypt
Defore die ilnguadic Amerens
ulervention on Thursday niglht,
i cmerged sesterday, A writien
agreenent was sipned by the
Haltim wiabassador e Cairo,
Loiovanmi dMigluodo.

Accoeding 1o the Rome
newspaper La Repubblica, the
agrddent wis signbed at e
insistcace of  He o Ppyplan
tarcign miniater, Abdel Mepguid.
It commitied the Iaihian govern-
ment g bhanding  over the
hifackers diveetly o the Pales-
tine Liberanon  Organisalion,
anel (o renouncing any right 1w
sk their extrdnion lor the
hijack. The Talan ambassador
saidl there wis ne chgse stating,
that deaths aboard  the ship
wanld invalidate the agreement,

The agreement was signed in
the Egyptian foreign minisicy at
345 pm thondon time) on
Wednesdiy, Tollowing authors-
abion fromt Rome. Five niinutes
later the capuiin af the Achille
Pauro,  Gerardo de Rosa,
rindived 1 say that the hijackers
had feft the ship and he was
onee more i gompoiind, CWe
have o save 430 lives, and 1his
wits the most inportient thing at
Ihe tme,” the lahiae ambassy-
AR

The eaistenve ol a0 sigiesd
agrecment coimmituag Haly not
o press for the hijackers' serest
may eaplain why the ltabans
failed 0 nowly the Lgyplian
anthonties ol the et that an
American  passenger,  Leon
IKdingholter, had becn killed

y .‘«.‘f" o “.

Abu Abbas: in lee

Klinghaler was shot al Ipm
on Tuesday, News of his death
reached  the  Ttalian  prime
avinster,  Bettino Cruxi,  at
6.30pm on Wednesday., By
IHpm hat night, the Halians
were  able o confirm the
murider, The killing did not.
however, change the terms of
the agreciment, and the jackers
rewaied uader military poard
m Feypt for another 24 houys
before  tabing  of aboitd an
Lpvpuiwe Roemng 737 boand for
Tume,

Viperican winplanes foreed
e Bocing o land at the UY
Mavy  Dase o Sigonella,
scnthern Sicily, al 1230 510 on
Priday. Late on Friday night the
dirfiner was flown to Ciampino
wilitary  dirport  in Rome,
carrying the 17 Egyplians and
iwo Palcstinian negolistors who
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Reagan toj

s the

pops again

“WE BAG THE BUMS",
bussted the New York Daily
News on its froni page last
“Friday, *GOT "EM™, roared the
New  York., Post. President
Reagan's successiul decision to
“hijack™ the four Palestinian
hijackers of the Halian craise
liner,..the " Achille Lauro, hes
come a3 a tonie to the American
public. *The most popular thing
he's dope since he  became
president,” said Geoffrey Kemp,
a Middle East specialist who
was until recently a White
Howse official.

Yesterday's Mew York Times
sald: “The best measure of
Fhursday®s triumph sver terror-
ismm is {0 consider where the
world would be if it hadn't
happuened. Suppose  the four
hijnckers had escaped TFgypt

amd were beyond the reach of

justice. Ameticans, disgusted at
the nmrder of crippled Leon
Klingholfer, could have tvimed
against  Egypt  with untold
consequences  in the Middle
East and maybe also apgainst
italy - benefiting ooly  the
enemies of peace ... However
achieved, [itf] has struck a
ringing hlow for justice and
sgabnst (error . .. Extraordingry
vircumstances justily exiraordi-
nary measures,”

The cuphoria in Washington,
and especially in the White
MNuuse, was  paipalle.  Only
hours before the news of the
operadion broke, the presidend
was being denomeed in Con-
gress as a paper tiger. YTt is
time to (ake nmames and kick
rear ends,” fumed one Demo-
ceatic  congressman,  Tommy
Robinson  of  Arkansas, “or
rename your State Department
the Capituladion Department.
Get ofl your stick, Mr Presi-
dent, the American people are
sick and tired of being kicked
aromd. It is om your ack
now ... let us see you nse svine
of these billions and billions and
biltions of dothars® worth of
weapons that you have asked ns
to approve. Your words are
cheap talk.”

But ¢ven as the congressinan
was expounding, the operation
to intercept the hijackers was in
full swing,

The trivmph ¢ame at the
right moment for Reagan. Many
politivians  were beginning to
ridicule hiy “tough puy” image

“One of the pluses of thus
action,” said Robert Sauiven, &
Demacraiic politicat corsuliane,
“ig that it tends to erose some of
the smaller frusstaticins, Fhis is
a mega-political eves: . kt alinast
gives the administrstion a fresh
start.  The way DMr Reagan’
tndbed it was s deft that it's
hound 1o get tie respect of most
everyore.”

Moirvover. though the ad-
ministration says it wants the
four I'lestiniany extradited to
Americ. it will probably not be
disappuinted i Italy, as scems
tikely, refuses to grant the
extradition request. The legal
cuse against the lerrorists is by
no mewns cleap-cut, especially
under Amevican law: and their
extraditlon  would  probably
increase the chances of terrorist
retuliatinn o0 American soil.

Amig the euphoria, however,

" ihere were some  reservations

aboul ihie long-term effects of
the intercept, both on  the
hiddle East peace process, and
on the overn)l campalgn against
itfernalional tervorism,

The chatces are that it will
not have much of an adverse
offect of the peace process
which, most observers helieve, §s
currently poing nowhere any-
way, Recent American policy
towards ‘the Middle East has

been canlions. Reagan  has
welcomed  direct  negotiations
between lsrael and  Jordan's

King THusscin, But he questions
Flussein’s  suggestions for an
international confercoce an the
Middle Last, which would bring
in the Russians, and for possible
regoliatigns invalving the PLO.

Another wnanswered question
involvés Amcrican  relations
with Epypt. Despite persistent
suspicions, the evidence over-
whelmingly suggests that there

wis e collasion  hetween
Washington and Caire before
thr aciion - and ihat Egypt's
Prostdenr Mubarak ls genvinely
sHpTY with Amerlcs. lgeagan is
<learty hoping the damage cun
ise fimited: there was “too much
af  stake”™ hetween the two
cowatries, he said last Friday, to
et the incident “colonr that
relationship”.

The efivet oi Mo
Hie current
isn is unpreticing-le. Optimists
hope it wiii ~=~'. terrorists a
lessom. But i7 coar . jusi as ensily
aceelernte the viclons clrele of
bloodshed. As the Israelis are
wearily aware, you cun lagnch
specinculur coups dpainst ter-
rorisis (rmn time to time but
remstin as great a target as ever,

“The lunding fear,"” sadd one
insider last Friday, “is that even
if the tervorists are not extea-
dited te America, we have

un's gction on
aic of terror-

Jinvited ourselves into the cycle

of vinlegee, »

Jon Connell



Ribeira, Staale Wan, Walter
Zarlenga and Istvan Sabo,
This was not the first time
the Arab had purchased
tickets for the Achiile Lauro:
on three previous decasions he
had bought -places for small
groups. They were dry runs for
tht real thinf, - & Palestinian
hijack of the liner, to be staged
in Isracli waters off the port of
Ashdod, with the aim. of

forcing lIsragl 10 release Arab

. Rrisoners. .
< MWith hindsight, the Halians
skould have besn aleried that
-something was  afoor  on
plember 28. Already ihat
manih, three  Palestinian
bombs had exploded in Haly,
planted by the bearers of
lorged Maroccan passporis.
MNow another Arab was ar-
rested  in Cenoa, having

arrived from Tunis with a
false Moroccan passpori. He
was Kalal Mohammed Zai-
mab - alias Istvan Sabo, one
of' the five booked by the Arab
lar the Achille Lauro voyage.

On  hearing of Zaimab's
arresl. the Arab returned to
the shipping office and can-
celled his passage. But when
the liner sailed on October 1
for Egypt and the Holy Land,
his four colleagues were
installed In cabin 8. . . .

The'  Lerrorisls . rempined
incognito untit 8,45 GMT last

Monday, when the shipwadin-

international waters 30 miles
off Port Said. Subsequent
reports from the ship suggest
thitt the crew discovered their
intentions and lorced them 1o
act prematurely. The hijackers
100k control when they burst

into the dining-rgom, firing
machine guns dnd pistols,
wounding two of the
passengers.

The halian prime minister,
Bettino Craxi, was told of the
hijack late that night and
immediately called a meeting
of his military commanders.
Specialist units were placed on
alert and marines were flown
out to Cyprus to jein an
Italian warship, Bul it was
agrged that military  action
should be 3 last resart.

When the premature hijack
took place, most of (he
passengers had already left the
ship at Alexandria for an
overnight trip 1o Cairo. They
were duc to rejoin the lingr at
Port Said. But there were still
427 passengers, and some 80

crew, ahoard. All weirc now
hostages.

Negotiations 1o securs their
rclease began in earnest the
fotlowing morning, by which
time the Achille Lauro had
sailed north and was cight
miles ofl the Syrian porl ol
Tariss. Weslern governments
frantically tried 1o csiablish
who the hijackers represented.
Yasser Arafal, head of (he
Palestine Liberalion Orgunis-
ation now based in Tunis.
assuced  the Twlian.” fgn
minister. Ciiulio  Audreotti.
that his part efhe PLO knoew
nothing ol the hijacks An.
dreolti then contacled Presi-
dent Assad of Syria. Assad
said  thgt bis  country - had
nothing. to do with the

CONTINUED ON
PAGE 14



@ For two years Middle East terrorists had been
tormenting America and murdering its citizens.
President Reagan kept threatening to take
reprisais. But he could never find the right place
or the right time, Last Thursday night, when the
Egyptay 737 carrying the four cruise liner
hijackers took off from Cairo for Tunis, Reagan's
juck changed

A8 THE US aircraft carrier
Saratoga steamed south at 30
knots off the coast of Albanis
in the Adriaiic, Captain Jerry
Lee Unruh, a 45-year-old from
Dodge City. rend the decoded
tlelex. Tt had come from
Admiral Frank Keiso. officer
in charge of America’s Sixth
Fleel in the Mediterranean,
who was also steaming south
aboard 1he command ship
Coronada through the Tyrrhe-
nian Sea towards Sicily.

Both ships had been di-
verted from their routine
paurols 1o prepare for a secret
mission. The orders would
come firom the president
himse. 11 was now 6pm
GMT fast Thursday, and the
alert order had come through
~ first 10 Kelso then on 1o
Unrub, whose ship was 1o be
the base Tor the mission. The
Sarptogy is 30 years otd, and
had actually. cclebrated  its
birthday two days earlier, bul
A §500m refit 1wo years ago
transformed it into a formid-
able warship with 5,000 men
and 70 warplanes.

Unruh  immedialely sum-
moneéd the commanding offic-
ers of Saraloga's rwo Tomeal
squadrons Lo the  bricfing
room below the bridge. The
F14 Tamecat is probabiy the

most lethal warplane in ‘the
world, 11 flies at 1,500mph,-its
radars scanning above and
below and 200 miles ahead for
enemy aircraft, It can attack
six targets stmultaneously and
still have missiles to spare. 1§
pilots regard themselves as the
ctite. and embellish  their
flying suits and aircrafi with
nicknames. The LIS Tomeats
that shot down 1wo Libyan
jets four years ago belonged 10
the Black Aces. The 1w
syuadrons  on  board  the
Suratogn, VF 103 and YF 74,
call themselves the Sluggers
and the Bedcvillers.

At least four Tomcats arc
permanenty on the Saratoga’s
1,000fi armour-plated ight-
deck. Their pilots and flight
officers routinely wail 1o be

scrambled for action; Unrult's

summons was immediately
answered.
The Tomecal Crows were

heiefed. Seven fighters were 10
fly 500 miles dug south, and
loiter at 30,000f, south of
Crote, where Greck airgpace
horders with 1hose controllied
by Libya und Egypt. For 2
mission so  far  Irom the
mother  ship, the Tomceats
would be guided by two
Hawkeye surveillance planes
ang refuclied in mid-mir from

four KA-6 tankers, :
The pilots hurried away to
carry out - last-minute flight
checks. as suppori crews fitted
auxiliary fuel tanks and armed
the Sidewinder anti-atrcraft

missiles under the wings.
Then they waited for the final
go-ahead.

At $0.3lpm it arrived -
flashed from President Rea-
gan, who had just touched
down in Air Force One at
Andrews  air  base  near
Washington, afler a trip to
Chicago.

On he Saratoga the Hawk-
.eye sircrafl, topped with their
circular radar scanners, trun-
dled down the flighideck and
chimbed inte the darkness.
Refuelling tankers followed,
their hecavy loads dragging
them below thedip of the deck
before they crawled skywards.
Then (he stearm Gﬁt._ﬁptl_ltﬁs‘ that
are sunk tndg the degk locked
on Lo the ‘fahicals ahbd, one
afier another, hurled: them
into the sky. '

‘The most powerful nation
in the world, for the past two
years humiliated and rendered
impotent by assoried Middle.
East bombers “and - hijackers,
was about (o 1ake reveage,

ST TITTATITR 7 ap Ara(l;
orw o N e
TR U alked
into it il iln%_ agencyiiih
Genob that $oid berths for the
Achille Lauro, a 23,629-tonne;
luxury liner that cruises the
cosiern” Megiggrranean,  He:
bought five tillils for Sm lire
(abou1 P¥900) R the names-of’
Anlonio Alonco, Diamantino
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by JOHN CHAPMAN and JAMES WEATHERUP

ONWNE of the six British girls still being
detained by the Egyptians on the hijack
terror ship Achille Lauro made a desperate

plea for freedom last night. ...
*“Please, please get us out of here!” said
19 year-old Michelle Gillen, close to tears.

In an exclusive telephone interview with the Sunday
Express she told of her terrifying ordeal at the hands

of the Palestinian gunmen.

*They kept waving guns at us and told us to keep
awake, " she said, “ They were always playing around
with hand grenades., We thought one might g0 off.

*They knew we were British and we felt we were in
danger al! the time. I have never been so frightened.”

Beaulician Michele, from Milton Keynes and five
Brliish girl cdancers have hecome political pawns follow-
ing Awmerica’'s successful *skyjack” of the Egyptian
Boeing 737 carrying the four terrorists to fresdom.

The girlg are trapped on board the Achille Lauro at
Port Satd with armed Bgyptian guaards patrolling the
guayside Lo prevent anyone leaving.

Britain has made urgent diplomatic representations
ali day to Cairo through ambassador Sir Alan Urwick,
utb there is no signn of an early end to the girls’ ordeal.

The poffictal line §s that they are needed for question-

ing about the hijack.

Byt there is suspicion in
Whitehall that the Egyplians
may be playing tou h in an
attempy Lo convivnee the Arab
world they did net collude in
thi amerlean mid-air seizure
ol Lhe fervorists, .

Tt may wulsa bs that the
Fosptians will hang on to the
hijuek  shio uniil ther zet
their pluwe neek frowy Tlaly
where the punmen have been
arresliod.

Bul there iz anger in
Government  eireles ol the
wuy innocent British viclims
of Lthe nijuack have hecome
vielims  avain—in an  inler-
national pame of diplomatlc
Pridue,

The girls were all set Lo Ny
hoig on Priday and tamily
renninns had beet planned,

But without anv explans-
Lion Lheir jonrney home was
cniled off by Lhe Epyplians.

The girls' parents and olher
relulives were telenhoned by
the Foreign OMMice at § 2.,
sostergay Lo el them  the
Lutl news,

Tast night Michelle had, &

soeelnl message  for her
wnther and falher,

e gaids “Tell Lthein T love
them and am dying to pet
hack hone

Ordeal
S We dnvee iven througl a
Lerribnine crierd and Dow we

are st v ehey weld prisoncr,
The by giiks are i—
davguil  Brown, dh, from

Aldershot, Hampshire ; Lbulse
‘Barr, 18, from Leeds ; Jane
Ciooch, 24, Irom South Ben-
fleet, Bssex; Lesley Tubly, 21,
from Norfolk, and Sgylvana
Morelli, 23, from Leicester.

Meanwhile the American

assengers who endured the

hijeck flew home yesterday,
after formally identifying the

Tour terrarists who murdered
Lecn Klingholler.

The &d-year-old stroke
* vietim was shot in his wheel-
chair and dumved in the sea,

The Americans including
Klinghoffer's wife Marilyn
flew by special U.S, Starlifier
military transport plane from
Cairo to Sigonella in Sieily.

There, 13 of them were
shown  photographs 'of the
men being held by Italian
police. .

The four men claimed to bhe
members of a *front lne
group” of {he Palestine
Lilberation Organisation.

Securlty was tlght around
the prison where they are
bheing held.

Meanwhile the FEsyptian
Boeing 737 at the centre of
the mid-air snatch, was still
ab Rome's Clampino military
alrport, where 1t had fown
from Sicily. Ca

Ang the crulsei on  the
Ttalian liner ‘Achille Lauro haa
heen canceiled,

In Cairo. the 7.8, alranateh
provoled riofing at the city's
university. )
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i Lorp. terrorist expert, deseribes as o kind
of nowely foctor. Says Jenking “IF you
sl G stay e heodlines and esereise
COErCive UWSE OVer governments. you
have b de aovel dhings.”

The Tragineniation of the BLO. in
the wake of its 19A2 expulsion from Leba.
non mwy help expliin the inereased vip-
L, Now dispersied Givm Motk Alrca
tw the It Gl e PPLEY S young
guerrilly v becoming bored alter thive
years of reliiive in 1.0,
expert in Tunis: - Aol
Against et honwever is bet-
ter tha i sating ol in it cintgr in North
Yemen,”

The answer, us Iseacli Prime Minister
Shimen Meres wid TIMe st week, §s that

Lerrovists. Killers.  murdere
M hded: Whosver wanis
e in the region) must stop werovisn.
There vt e acompromise abaun i
The Tondumental problem. says Liw-
rence Cagleburper. i former Uinder Seere-
Gy ol Szt aned o Hy president of the

PLF, Leader Abut Aubas

Manhacan-based consulving tiem of K is-
sinper & Assuciates. is hat rerrorism is
basically 4 new kind of warfire, Nubuacly
restlly kmews how 1o manage i or dea) with
L7 Cagluburger recommemls severnl in-
ciples 1o appiy in lereanis) alkcks,
make no deals. Second- assune e oy
that somewhere, sometions, there will he
retalimbion for tieir aetions. The natuee of
the response will iy sccording Lo cireum-

stanees. says Eagleburger. bt “there has w
bie & vost W the terrordsts or their organiz.
tions i what they do.”
In any given siwation, Eagleburger
warns. te U8, is linble to find itself wm-
v helpless. Bue that should never
d the country or its leadership
Wi futhure alnerve in anempting to siike
Dok ar gunmen like the eliffe Lo hi-
Jaekers. Says he “The imprtant Lhing is
that we not be deterred from punishong
penple like these becituse of 3 fear (hat
there wall be mare w@rron " Last
weck 1he Reagan Adminisisation cerain-
b communictted W the world Lhat i
would ot e deterred, Few doubied
White Hoese Spokesman Speakes when
e dectaned afier the EaypAir inicreep-
ton Chast i opportunily presenis jtsell,
we will doexacily 1his same thing again
The US. could only hope 1hat the same
unhappy apporunity woold not arise
ARAIN SO0 —By Coorge Russell, Reported iy
Erik Amfithealrof and Roberto Snro/Rome,
dotanis Mctenry/Washi and A ;

Stantey with the Presidont

in Pursuit of Justice

most cerainly apply ihe waditionai lepal dovitine “hadly

vehitse the sole person killed during the hijacking uf the

Aviitle Liatra wus an American, many in the US, be-
lieve thit his accused muerderers should Gee Justice in nn
Amerivan courtroom, In pursuil of this goal, iwams of Gov-
ernment liwyers gquich |y bogun work on extn diling the four
terrorists from 1ty Having chavged the aecused hijnckers
ino Washingten federal court, oflicials will present (he for-
mulapplicaton for extradivion theough diplamatic channels
this week. But wicier the complex eules of interagtionnt law,
LIS vourts will probably fave Lo wait until dalian Justice is
done, and may nind get i chance 01 the defeqdants evin then,

The prablem is not than the US. has no upplicable law,
Must anthevitics werree (hat the Padestinipn hijckers couly
e suceessfully prosecuied under the two federl statuies in-
vakid: pirtey and the 1984 antiterrorism k. Pevple who
st ships for eriminal purpeses tive been considered inler-
nitonal cutlaws since e days of Sir Fraocis Dinke., ox-

caputed. well dewiined.” U.S, courts have ruled in previous
cases that only e Tateness of the wial is im portsnt. mot the
meuns by which the necused are brought ffom auside the
courl’s jurisdiction.

Se)f the U8, had retwined cuswdy of its prisoners, it ju-
rigdiction would be all but assured. But Naly's claim is at
feast as firmly grounded. The crimes were cammitted abosrd
un alian ship in international waters, ang by Jong-stancling
recedent the Tuw of Jualy elearly applies. To sigoal their i

in-
et not @ defer w the USL lalian authorities swillly
browghn chacges that included premeditnied murder, kid-
naping. ship hijacking and wespens viokiians. Soys Colwn-
M Law Professor Richard Gardner: “There is some dilficul-
Ly with 1he concept of trving them for one thing. Lhen
extraditing them and Irying them for the saine Lhing some-
where else.” Such double jenpanly is brved by the 1984
US-Ttalian extradivion iweaty. ltaly also forbids exiradition
{orte country thal would spply the death penadty, but nons of
(he LLS, charvges fled thus Bair invalve capitat offenses.
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al Pl University Law Sl
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e it vased consileribly after decov.
af the shipboard murder Mubarik in-
sistod that he had Teen anaware of

P Remly and walting: the 1.5.5. Saratoga wilh the Sixth Fleet In the Mesliterranca

S umdemned the 1

puibes AW Reee st e saeld tha Lhe

v .
lea vt with |1 I.ul I||;I ¥, dechued
Wi s losing prend.”
N Nk s
ey e Py )
Arab pocerienly, hoaeyer

i Presidenn Blubsipak pivagady descrbed
Whe i et as anact of i
SEEVRLICTRT T al “eoaliies and
in” helween {airo aml W v.hmplnn
Mhubspiacks 0 ana very wouided ”

Ml

Woesternn povenimenis  swathlekd
comment, buat Biritish Prinoe Migisker
argieel Phatcher wan reporiedly -
Tigshiresd ™ e stgcessinl LS. opetatum,

T Mooy, plie o ey oy AL
e Fibed Ay maper over  the
K lmphestfer mnpder as anderstiansdable
ame] jus” produhly becinee fr Sovicet
diplonads Bave Leen Kidnapeesd, amd one
quently murdered. by Arvab extrem-
PN LTIV
O the other hand, gy LS and
ST Illl.l."If't.llu.L aflicers Rt thit e
i of dhe LpypAir
1y inspire new, dromaliv erronst
Achivities, Wiarns g high-ranking intell-

141

meteeplion Lpyp-

Khnghotfers death when he sl the
skle-comadue el
B then. as Secrelary ol St Sholee

Spublis detvaaded  that Bpypl “hold
srhese poople amd prosecuie thenr”™ Ma-

while

ad dg- -

b.u ih nnide thangs wanse Lor hours he
1 uhat the hijachers had aljeady left
oy, even s LS innellipenee spe-
lints hnew il they were
ol The Kidmspwers
voa Bl day afier

Mubariak
wd thar ey were oo kenper in
Ly

o Western Jipluniats speculit-
e tial Mulsarak Bad comvertby aid-
e ihe TES, mission. Accuiding 1o
this theery, peither the LES oor
1 gy could sahaie such o dicity with-
vl junpsredizing M s weoure B
his press conference Tharsdony evendng.
Speakes  Ccialeporically  denied”™ sl
Feypt sl inoany way helped the U
Next day President Reagny e i
of saying et e and Mubarak hid i
apreed” an o 1o handle Uhe siluntion,
while tryingt 1 mmimize the tension -
twen the twor naticiis, Suid he: " We hive
o firm o relatjonship between var bwa
Cllpl d oo nuch st stake i the
Middle East to lel one ingideat eolor gur

]

. relauonghip.

, secmingly as @ result of pressure from

U orgamaadion would bring theny w o
ks

o Mace. bt had Been invoded moahwe plun-
conings Well before the Lpsprdir e
Cvepon bk plice,
Domcelhpence analysts il reached the con-
Celison thie e Aclifle Lot njachng

g ancndvanee. Appareitly. de ligwcking
Poocnniad only ane Lhe errorsly” sl
s and been discovered alwsied the sdap
* P feltowing gl

s kly eve g

O the question of LJS.-
collusion, Reagan deu g

Egyptinn

“We i this all by our litnle selves.”
The fast-paced series of evens also
Lust

wok a wll on the PLO s A
week the Palestiniin leagler was
lowd?¥ than his organrzanom shuns acis
terransm on pripciple— although gilacks
against Isrueli erriteny seem o {olt oul-
stde W detinton oflervorisme. In kegpung
with his svowed pesinon, Arafil wasted |
no bimg in denying thay the eruise-liner |
hyackers had anyihing o do with the |
PL O Apalel's adbempu o poriray himseIl
as g peacemaker reachid o peak when the
cchifle feanrad hjpckers  suprendered.

PL.AY. nu org. Later. when the reports
of Leon Klijnghoifers murder were con-
tirmesd, Aralion hand promised that iF the
punmen were (urned Goer w the PLOY

oo the begimning, Tseach ollcils
insinted that Acafine o only had been
e ol e hijck phy befoe i ook

g obiplonnits il

wins i fact w bangled terrovis itlempt w

i oloneh up attack on Lhe Tsraeit larbor al
AR using the cruise iner merely s

I laspinet,
PoAralil wan wwire of e plan o anh
toAshd

I hes il betiesed thar while

mether be owor P Lender
Al Abbas ke ahont Lhe liner fupuk-

It shesry reecrved jpsdirecl stppesnt
o e day ol the I Fonieneption,
AL statemn ered in Lypnes
awvepted responsibeily fn the higcking,
apolopizal, and admilled  that Ashdid

Sand the
RITRST
T o

wars the o izl wernorisn e
SGLCACNE

i i ol the opwe
k the stup UL

1 even by wernor-
s siddenly

i stmda s, the gk
it inke fecos i Wishingion v don-

About fup Trouts e lier,
the Pl 3 Lol oy ey
Lhurr iy ovedr shipeo-shone radio. 14y
aopm Moy, i Slate el mient
lash foece had convened inoa windos-
Tess stite of sesentl-Hoor odije 1 og- -

gy Ttom  Inforpiten sy,
even for President Reagan and Naconal

Becurity Adviser Robert ol 7
Melarbine, whon consulted e on

b } ly. Secivluy of

Stde Shulty was aboand o ship himsed

o g I’ulnm.u [hu.r luug.;. wherd he wins
i visiting Prime

: s ly 430 M-
tivnal Security Couaci tn eling in
Chal Office. Mclarkoe reviewed wan
lhn. Pn.udcnt whil the L Aoald el

FIMI . (N FLERE 1§ 28

e



werw albout o escape seol-free. Allthe an-
ger amd revulsion thar Americans felt a
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premeditated murder of Mr
Klinghofler, Kidnupping, hij-
acking a ship and possession of
L‘ip'(\sl\t.'\.

The men were identified us
the hifacieers early yesterday by
Amerivan  passengers being
flonan back o Newards, New
Jeirsey, vn beaed a US mlluan
aiverall. "The passengers mada
a briel stopover dn Sicily to
eamine  photographs of the
men belore the Julians chargea
them formally.

The Washieron Pose vepot-
ted  yesterday  tear lialian
carabinien and  US military
s I T G m o
verd otz ion © that nearly bed
o rundir s T when the fideroe]p-
ted Fgvptian piane laded i
Sicily esrly on Pridiy " Phe Poy

ahw aid the US F-14 fighters
which intercepted the Egyplian
piane had eatlier intercepted
throe other planes. over  the
Meditorminean before {inding
e they werg JoeRing for,

Adninisication  sources in
Soaslungton  were squoted s
Sy 3.-:5101'drn that the suc-
cessiul LS action against the
Piuckers  would  improve
Sesilent Reagaa's stending at
hewne aned abyoad.

I Naly, reaction was Jess
viphoiic. The leading news-
papier L Kepubblica said in an
editorid © C International  law
T treen violated not oaky by
v recrorists aud their sup-
porters  rul alse by
cineelicries of state. Heads of
sovernmend have been lying,
Wiamters eontrudicting  esch
ot Lambasaders double-
PRI TM A T other, L We
Watt adest st i an et of
R TIC U PTRRT IR Pt

o4 b | iR wore
sopierted conpnd when police
Gaed hearnry gl batony 1o
duperae s estonaeed S0
v traters sy antr
Atpsuan and ane-beaedi

Imslian investigators that they
belonged to an organisation
called the Iront Line Fire
Grrisup, which they described as

The leader of the pro-Arafat
wing of the. Palestine I.ibera-
tion Fronr, Mohammed * Abu?’
Albibas, wha was on the Egyp-
tian plane when it ways forced 1o
land in Sicily, was said 10 be
refusing 1o loave the plane,
which was flown on Friday
night to Rome’s Ciampino
military ajrpart. He was guar-
ded by four other men wh were
believed 10 be armed, Izlian
radio said poice in Sicily were
not erpowered to force them
to disembark.

In London, o caller claiming
to represent the PLF tele-
phoued ihe  oftice of the
Anwrican CBS network and
accused ' US intellipence ser-
vices " ol concealing the body of
the passenger Mi Leon Kling-

Arafat @ Repercusslons

hoffer in prep.n.umn Jor e
llllﬁrLeplltm ol ihe ViR
aircradt. Vhe VLT calls ol
Inalian Ciovernment (o teleise
onr for comrades as thoy did
ol kil anvene o hestd the
Avhitle Tauros the calier wad,

Whe forr e ey e 1
A MEXTNRNE SSCUTy nr-en qn
Sl Seily, where gy
have been charged willl sbe




 Britain protests over ship women

BRITAIN protested to
BEgypt yesterday about its
refusal to allow six British
wolnen on board the Achilie
Lauro to leave the Italian
liner, as threats of retaliation
mounted after the US cap-
ture of the ship’s Palestinian
hijackers.

A Foreign Office spokesman
in London said arrangements
had been made to fly the
women home after their ordeal
on the lujacked ship but * at the
very last minute they were
denied permission to leave.’

He added ! € Our ambassador
has tken up the matter and
reprisentations  have been
wude 1o the Egyptian authori-
ties at the highest level,

The six women, five meni-
bers of 4 dance tepupe aud o
beantician, were among more
O PR A SRR A ]
R e it
wis hijacked ot Monday by
four Falestiiisn gomaen.

The Achille Lavre was still
Beiag held ak Port Snid yester-
day as Bgypiian officials
coutineed their investigation
into the hijack drama. Five
hundred passengers hoping to
rejoin the ship at Ashdod in

by ROBIN LUSTIG,
DAVID WILLEY and
PETER PRINGLE

Ysrael were being flown home
last night after it became clear
the rest of their cruise had been
cancelled.

As the repercussions of the
hijack and the US interception
of an Egyptian civi} airliner
carrying the Palestinian
hijackers to Tunis continued to
reverberate yesterday, Yasser
Arnfat, chairtnan of the Pales-
tine Liberation Organisation,
warnied that the PLO would
‘adopt a new strategy’ in its
siuggle against Israel as a
result of the UL action.

Speaking in Dakar, Senegal,
Avafat said: “There is no
difference between a tertorist
wheo hijacks an agroplane with
u pistol and a terrorist who
hijacks a  plane  with
wir[Hones’ .

The interception of  the
pyption plage aud the handing
aver of ihie gunnen to ltalian
judicial avihovities would have
‘erave reperousgions on the
international sitvation,” he
gaid.

The four Palestinians, who
are being held in Sicily, were
reported vesterday to have told
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DAILY

A DRAMATIC “Go get
’em” order from President
Reagan signalled America’s
spectacular mid-air capture
of four Palestinian killers.
~ Last night the terrorists who
hijacked an Italian eruise liner
‘were under arrest in Sieily after
being hijacked themselves.

Ang astonishing detail emerged gn

how .S, fighter planes infer-.
cepteg the thugs and escorted
them into custody as they.
were being flown to freedom

over the Mediterranean in -

an . Egyptian Boeing 737.

The Rambo - style operation
triggered celebration  parties
actoss America with a jubilant
Mr Beagan tcasted as a national
hero.

But the euphorla was shad-
owed by fears of retaliation hy
enraged Palestinian terror
chiefs, - -

mm_..:amwo&ocma 121985 @ 20p

From PHILIP FINN in New York

The mission to avenge the
brutal murder of an elderiv
American  cripple aboard the
liner Achille Lauro was plotted
in meticulous detail by Mr
Reazan’s special team of anti-
terrorists.

The former Hollywood stap

Dut’ 6n an Oscar-winnihg ouf-"
wardly dithering performance :
throughout Thursday, fobhing
off questions as he  waited to

stariied the world -

The President was 30,000ft
up in his jet Alr Force One
speeding him from Chicago to
Washington when intellizgence
reports eame through that the
Boeing carrying the killers was
soon to leave Cairo for Tunisia,
following their surrender in
Egypt. _

. I& was 8.20 p.a. London
time, Time to act. Mr Redgan
speaking by air-to-groud tele-
phone alerted his top aides in
the Whites House.

o Tawioirien  THE VOIGK OF BRISAI.
America salutes
Reagan raid on
‘ship terror gang

spring the topsecret trap that -

.. _.Then his

Q»Q mﬂﬂ wﬂguﬁ.

commang was . flafhied. fo .EfHe .

skipper ' of the U.8 cari
Saratoga off Albghia, o mn
The skipper gave g scramble

order to four Foids
fAghters, - Fridr Tomeat

As théy took off from the

decks ‘at” 10 pm, two giant

- AWAG ‘surveflance planes, cap-

able of refuelling the warplanes
if necessary, eft .o  NATO base
in Europe to join them.
fi m_qnm« £ . .
ghters, intercepted tha Boein,
whicti haod-cleared Bryptian mmw
fpace = after secretly leaving
Calro 756 wminutes earler, .
.. The Tomeats swooped in on
thelr target and flew two
abreast alongside it, ]
alarming momient for the Hilers

Page 2 Col 6

after '10.30 ‘p.n, the’

It "wag an -
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_ _<_: barak’s
sticky
problem

_THE man with mosh.egg on
_his faceafter the hijacking
| affair, President Mubarak of
| Egvpt, was low yesterday,

SATURDAY PEOPLE
e ——

aflowing the Foreign Minis-
try to express “ surprise and
sadness " at Ameriea’s behav-
four. H wver, the president
{nickname Teflon) may need
all his nrostick quatities to
limit - further L1eSEY
agoretions.

The perceptien in Cairo is
that America’s ahduction of
ain- Egypt Alr plane will be
seen by Egwptians as a blow

.to national pride. “It will

lead Mubarak’s opponents to
say it was weakness at best,
and cotlusion at worst,” said
an ohserver,

If ignorant of America’s
plans, as the White House
claims, Mubarak's humilia-
tion is compounded by the
fact that as Egypt’s air force
commander and deputy war
minister he was the chief ar-
chitect  ofearly victories,
against Isreal in 1973. A for-
mer fighter pilot, he should
have understood the implica-
tions of allowin ghte kidnap-
pers’ plane to take off from
a base where US personnei
are stationed.

He will have some explain-
ing to de, an unpleasant
reminder of the emollient

tfours he underiock for ms
predecessor, President Sadat,
fo explain Egypt

treaty with Israel fo a hos-
tile Arab world,

The incident witl both in-
crease his frusiration at
being wunable to lead the
coaniry hack to centre stage
and underline his impotence.
He was said o be speechless
at President Reagan's en-
dorsement of Israel's air
strike against the PL.O. He
has repeatedly sought reas-
surances from the new

regime in Sudan, and revilés
Gadafy as a madman.

Egyptians have delected
lately that the modest, pri-
vate man who ook over
after Sadat’s assassination in-
1981 has been exhibiting
andiose tendeneies. The -
leader who forbade the
media to splash his picture
is now regularly portrayed at
opening ceramonies,

This new image, which has
failed to disturb his country-
men’s apathy {owards him,
may be an sttempt to com-
pensate for his inability te
extricate Egypt from iis eco-
nomic guagmire. Besides feh
32 billior Egypt is recelving
from the TS, Mubarak’s ai-
tempts to secure a further
$865 million have met a cool
response in Washington. - His
complianee with IMF pres-
sure tos graduslly reduce
heavy subsidies on  basic
goods I3 seen as 2 iime-
bomb.

¥ Egyptians have ~ demon-
sivated they will rise zgainst
anyone wha :fells them the
price of bread imust be
doubled,” says a Caire resi-
dent, “If Mubarak goes too
far, he could be toppled —~
and he knows it.”

T
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